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CALL newsletter  
Edition 48 – December, 2024 

 

Visit CALL’s website Follow CALL on YouTube 

 

EDITORS:  Anne Heber, Karen Sadlier Brown and Lindy Small email: contact.us@climatelearners.ca  

 

Sign up to CALL’s mailing list to opt-in to receive the newsletters and 
invitations to learning meetings and interest group meetings.   
 
Monthly learning meetings and interest group meetings will resume in 
February. 
 
We wish you a wonderful holiday season, and look forward to another year 
of learning and action! 

 
 
 

Join us in January to celebrate our accomplishments. 

 

r 

When? 
 

Wednesday, January 8th, 11:30 am 
 

Where? 
 

The Hot House Café 
35 Church Street 

 
An invitation with an RSVP request will be 

sent out in December 

 

 

 

https://www.climatelearners.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP85_q4s2QFkvxKA8aG5UWg
mailto:contact.us@climatelearners.ca
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/new-support-intake?source=direct_link&
https://www.climatelearners.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP85_q4s2QFkvxKA8aG5UWg
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Climate reports 

Ontario Clean Air Alliance Transforming Toronto with solar. 
This new report finds that Toronto could meet 50-80% of its total 
electricity needs by tapping the power of the sun. Solar panels 
strategically placed across the City have the potential to produce 
six to nine times more power than the polluting Portlands gas-fire 
power plant on the water. Read 

Re.Climate What do Canadians really think about climate change in 2024? 
An overwhelming majority of Canadians support clean energy but 
misinformation is creating confusion and uncertainty about certain 
solutions. This 2024 report summarizes over 90 private and public 
surveys on Canadian public opinion on climate change and energy. 
Discover trends and recommendations for communicators based 
on the latest research findings. Read  

Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives and Ecojustice 
Canada 

Heads in the sand. Understanding the social and economic 
risks of declining global demand for Alberta oil.  
What the declining demand for Alberta oil would mean for Canada’s 
economy, environment, and communities in the oil sands. A call on 
our governments to undertake a just and equitable transition away 
from oil and gas…NOW! Read 

Climate Proof Canada More and bigger floods, wildfires, hailstorms and windstorms are 
costing billions and putting people and property at risk. To protect 
Canada and Canadians, the government must go on the offence to 
cut emissions but also play strong defence by making our 
communities more resilient against disasters. This new report 
focuses on four recommendations from Climate Proof Canada for 
government action. Read 

 

Climate articles  

Youth Climate Corps In November, CALL joined over 150 other organizations calling for 
the implementation of a Youth Climate Corps. This campaign aims 
to get a new federal program that would employ tens of thousands 
of youth and young adults. Through well-paying union jobs, YCC 
workers would mitigate local emissions, build more resilient 
communities, and support emergency responses. Read 

The Energy Mix Climate promises, future prosperity depend on closing the 
investment gap. Read 
Real market shifts as energy inefficient homes lose value in 
Germany. Read 

Canada’s National Observer Health risks due to climate change are rising dangerously, Lancet 
report concludes. Read 
Vancouver council’s gas plan goes up in smoke after fierce public 
pushback. Read 

https://www.cleanairalliance.org/transforming-toronto-with-solar/
https://reclimate.ca/resource-training-hu/what-do-canadians-really-think-about-climate-change-in-2024/
https://ecojustice.ca/news/report-does-canada-have-its-head-in-the-sand-about-the-future-of-oil/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60a50c60a83ef84c78cb1413/t/6712d39e284fcd6be972c6ba/1729287071327/Climate-Proof-Canada-Recommendations-2024.pdf
https://www.goodgreenjobsforall.ca/openletter
https://www.theenergymix.com/climate-promises-future-prosperity-depend-on-closing-the-investment-gap/?utm_source=The+Energy+Mix&utm_campaign=4b51ee914d-TEM_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc146fb5ca-4b51ee914d-509990945
https://www.theenergymix.com/real-estate-market-shifts-as-energy-inefficient-homes-lose-value-in-germany/
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2024/11/06/news/health-risks-climate-change-rising-dangerously?utm_source=National+Observer&utm_campaign=e43857c8aa-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_11_06_12_40&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cacd0f141f-e43857c8aa-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2024/11/28/opinion/vancouver-prohibition-gas-heating-new-buildings?link_id=21&can_id=b0eb98cbb0b19065a25c20426742d544&source=email-five-days-until-our-fair-shares-summit-ycc-updates-and-bc-results&email_referrer=email_2545283&email_subject=proof-that-mobilization-works-vancouver-gas-and-ycc-wins
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Smart Prosperity Institute Can sustainability-linked bonds scale funding for Canada’s low-
carbon transition? Exploring how these bonds can bridge Canada’s 
climate finance gap. Read 

David Suzuki Foundation 
Science Matters 

Do these politicians understand carbon? Read 

Canadian Environmental Law 
Association 

Workplace heat protection – Bill 222 aims to keep workers safe 
from extreme heat. If passed, this private members bill would set 
the framework for the protection of workers in every workplace 
throughout Ontario. Read 

CBC News Night train renaissance: For a greener trip, Europe’s rolling back to 
its past as the market for night trains is surging again. Read 

The Narwhal Three MPs (Liberal, NDP and Bloc Québécois) set politics aside for 
a cross-party effort against corporate greenwashing. Read 

440 Megatonnes How to get Canada’s multi-unit buildings ready for EV charging. 
Read 

IEA50 Global energy sector employment increased by 3.8% in 2023, 
outpacing the wider economy. Growth led by clean technology  
manufacturing though skills shortages remain a key issue. Read 

Electric Autonomy Canada Toronto Transit Commission implements smart charging solution 
for electric bus fleet. Read 

Clean Energy Canada Not even Trump can stop the clean energy transition. Read 

NASA Climate Change NASA data reveals role of green spaces in cooling cities. Read 

 
 

News from COP29 in Baku 

The Energy Mix Weekender A ‘band-aid on a bullet wound’ at COP29: What will bring rich 
countries onboard for climate finance? Read 

Bloomberg Group of nations (including Canada) make COP29 pledge on no 
new unabated coal power. Read 

Canada’s National Observer Chris Hatch Zero Carbon 
Burning illusions in Baku. Read 

The Guardian The COP29 agreement failed island states, now the UN’s top court 
must act on climate harm. Read 

EuroNews COP29 ends with $300bn a year deal, but is it enough? Five key 
takeaways from Baku. Read 

Stand.Earth What happened at COP29 and where do we go from here. Read 

 
 
 

https://institute.smartprosperity.ca/Sustainability-Linked-Bonds?utm_source=Smart+Prosperity+Institute+Newsletter+List&utm_campaign=df96d938df-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_05_03_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_49bc3191df-df96d938df-430357376
https://davidsuzuki.org/story/do-these-politicians-understand-carbon/?utm_source=mkto-none-smSubscribers-readOnline-body&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=scienceMatters-carbonLife-en-29nov2024&mkt_tok=MTg4LVZEVS0zNjAAAAGXFsVbe-NoFNmqb9IreAMGVOLwdMgkZ8VGuyiUD46HOhwOImM4OedOS7h6zk0W5_LNafXcZim3-FcBkUHt6qb8O2DpOrdXMEgXcvCS-jym3fBVgA
https://cela.ca/blog-workplace-heat-protection-bill-222-aims-to-keep-workers-safe-from-extreme-heat/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/europe-night-trains-1.7392322
https://thenarwhal.ca/mps-greenwashing-competition/
https://440megatonnes.ca/insight/ev-charger-home-multi-unit-buildings/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nnov24hehg
https://www.iea.org/news/global-energy-sector-employment-increased-by-38-in-2023-outpacing-the-wider-economy
https://electricautonomy.ca/automakers/electric-buses/2024-11-20/torontos-smart-charging-solution-electric-bus-fleet/
https://cleanenergycanada.org/not-even-trump-can-stop-the-clean-energy-transition/
https://science.nasa.gov/earth/climate-change/nasa-data-reveals-role-of-green-spaces-in-cooling-cities/
https://energymixweekender.substack.com/p/a-band-aid-on-a-bullet-wound-what?utm_source=The%2BEnergy%2BMix&utm_campaign=083cb9e459-CITIES%26COMMUNITIES_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc146fb5ca-083cb9e459-509990901
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-11-20/group-of-nations-make-cop29-pledge-on-no-new-unabated-coal-power?sref=2BGq75dY
https://www.nationalobserver.com/newsletters/zero-carbon/2024/11/15/burning-illusions-baku
https://www.theguardian.com/world/commentisfree/2024/nov/29/the-cop29-agreement-failed-island-states-now-the-uns-top-court-must-act-on-climate-harm
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/11/25/cop29-ends-with-300bn-a-year-deal-but-is-it-enough-5-key-takeaways-from-baku
https://stand.earth/insights/what-happened-at-cop29-and-where-we-go-from-here/
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Podcasts and YouTube videos 

 

 

What happened at COP29? - 11/27/24 
Podcast from The Energy Gang at Wood Mackenzie: The climate talks 
agreed on a US$300 billion finance deal. Not everyone is happy about it. 
 
This conference was billed as “the finance COP”. If it had failed to agree on 
a deal on finance, that would have been disastrous for the international 
effort to tackle climate change through the UNFCC. But with a deal offering 
so much less than the amounts that developing countries had been hoping 
for, what does COP29 mean for the global energy transition? As we look 
ahead to the crucial COP30 in Brazil a year from now, can we expect the 
countries of the world to commit to more ambitious goals for cutting 
emissions? Listen  

 

 

COP 29: Breaking down the results – 11/27/24 
A new agreement has been struck, but what happened? Climate reporter 
Dharna Noor was on the ground to cover it all and in this podcast, she dives 
into the results and what it means for global climate action. 
 
Dharna discusses the complexities and stakes surrounding COP29, how the 
central theme of climate finance shaped the conference and the key 
takeaways of the final agreement. She also discusses the tension between 
the Global North and South during negotiations, the wild events that 
unfolded during negotiations, and the importance of good reporting. Listen 

 

REWIND Energy vs climate season premiere: Campaigning on climate:  
Climate, politics, and elections.  
David and Ed chat with political strategist Stephen Carter to understand 
where climate fits as a priority issue for voters. They discuss whether 
climate can still be a winning issue, how proponents of the consumer facing 
carbon tax failed to make it politically resilient, and why climate remains a 
left-right oppositional issue. Listen  

 

 

REWIND You gonna finish that? Saving food from going bad - 05/31/24 
Podcast from Climate One.  
This podcast focuses on the food that doesn’t make it to your plate. 
Although as individuals do contribute to the problem, there’s actually a lot of 
waste at every point in the process – from the farm to our table. 
 
This is a GLOBAL issue, in every country. Food and agriculture are a huge 
climate lever. All the water, fertilizer, and energy used to grow food 
contributes to emissions. And then…a third of that food is wasted – much of 
it before it ever reaches a kitchen table! Listen   

https://www.woodmac.com/podcasts/the-energy-gang/what-happened-at-cop29/
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/the-climate-pod/id1469270123?i=1000678476635
https://www.energyvsclimate.com/s6_campaigning-on-climate/
https://www.climateone.org/audio/you-gonna-finish-saving-good-food-going-bad
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US solar is set to grow 7X by 2050. Now the lowest cost electricity. 
Energi Talks - 22/27/24. 
In this episode, Markum Hislop discusses one of the most contentious 
issues for energy professionals – the role of solar in the North American 
power grid. Hislop states that even former grid managers, who should know 
better, will object that the sun doesn’t always shine or that grids with plenty 
of solar will always require fossil fuel backup. 
 
Hitachi Energy recently released a new white paper titled The Solar Power 
System, Building a Sustainable Grid for a Brighter Energy Futue, Markum 
discusses this report with Hitachi’s global product manager. Listen 

 

 

Thank oil and gas CEOs for tariffs. We need an emissions cap now. 
11/17/24. 
Thanks to the oil and gas CEOs behind the coming US administration, tariffs 
might be coming soon to a Canadian economic sector near you, but likely oil 
and gas itself will be exempt from tariffs.   
 
Meanwhile an emissions cap on oil and gas corporations could save 
thousands of Canadian lives through air pollution reductions alone and the 
cap will NOT hurt Canada’s oil and gas competitiveness. Listen  

 
 

YouTube events 

 

Missed Re.Climate’s November 27 webinar “Climate 
change and solutions in Canada’s national media”? 

 

Watch the recording of in-depth insights on climate change 
and climate solutions coverage in the Canadian national 
media landscape.  
 
Follow along with the webinar presentation deck.  
 
Access Re.Climate’s newly published report, Fall 2024 
National Media Roll-up: Climate Change and Climate 
Solutions in Canada’s National Media 2024. 

 
 

 

Dr. Katharine Hayhoe: Building hope in a warming world. 
Internationally acclaimed climate scientist and author, 
Katharine Hayhoe, will give a live-streamed lecture on the topic 
of “Building hope in a warming world’ as she accepts the Rose-
Walters prize for climate activism at Dickinson College. 
 
Watch the livestream event on Wednesday December 4th - 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/us-solar-set-to-grow-7x-by-2050-now-lowest-cost-electricity/id1534771882?i=1000678436153
https://open.spotify.com/episode/4xRDwPU6RXbXUoU7AyF4sb
https://reclimate.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b875f28558b977d816bd49362&id=9014684515&e=a2f417072b
https://reclimate.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b875f28558b977d816bd49362&id=4f2c6c00b0&e=a2f417072b
https://reclimate.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b875f28558b977d816bd49362&id=7ccf692bb8&e=a2f417072b
https://reclimate.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b875f28558b977d816bd49362&id=7ccf692bb8&e=a2f417072b
https://reclimate.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b875f28558b977d816bd49362&id=7ccf692bb8&e=a2f417072b
https://www.youtube.com/@DickinsonCSE
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Upcoming local and global climate events 

December 3 at 7:00 pm (in person) Toronto Environmental Alliance 
TEA’s Greener City Celebration. Annual end-of-year event that 
brings together TEA’s community of supporters and 
collaborators for an evening of good fun, conversation and 
entertainment. More information and buy tickets 

January 7 – February 25, 2025 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am (Zoom) 

Lifelong Learning Mississauga: The earth’s changing 
climate 
A series of eight lectures by Dr. Martin Bush, retired educator 
and author of two technical books on climate change and 
renewable energy. He will examine the future impact of climate 
change on Canada and will propose ways to protect 
Canadians from the increasingly dangerous threats posed by 
climate. Course information and register 

 

Take action  

 

 
 

Stop Highway 413 
 
Sign Environmental Defence’s letter to federal ministers of the 
environment and natural resources and your local MP 
demanding a full federal environmental assessment of 
Highway 413.   
 

▪ Highway 413 will pave 400 acres of the Greenbelt and 
2000 acres of our best farmland. 

▪ Highway 413 will put our climate goals out of reach. 
▪ Highway 413 is a threat to endangered species 

 
Take action 

 

 

Stop fossil fuel advertising 
 
See the Canadian Association of Physicians for the 
Environment (CAPE) backgrounder – Fossil-fuel pollution is 
killing Canadians and Big Oil is lying about it and demand a 
ban on fossil fuel advertising. 
 
Take Action 

 

https://www.torontoenvironment.org/celebration_2024?utm_campaign=gcc_ticket_reminder_2024&utm_medium=email&utm_source=toenviro
https://lifelonglearningmississauga.ca/winter-series-2024/
https://act.environmentaldefence.ca/page/141037/action/1
Fossil-Fuel%20Polliution%20is%20Killing%20Canadians%20and%20Bil%20Oil%20is%20Lying%20About%20It
Fossil-Fuel%20Polliution%20is%20Killing%20Canadians%20and%20Bil%20Oil%20is%20Lying%20About%20It
https://cape.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Greenwashing-Toolkit-Part-2.pdf
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Book review by CALL member Jane Cousens:  
People, power, change: Organizing for democratic renewal 
by Marshall Ganz, 2024 Oxford University Press 
 

 

A book for our time People Power Change is a master class in how to lead 
social change. Marshall Ganz threads his stories from a lifetime of social 
organizing with a set of key value-based principles. He draws on six 
decades of experience organizing--from his work in the sixties with Martin 
Luther King's civil rights movement, to his work in the seventies with Caesar 
Chavez on the grape workers strike, and ultimately to his role as a key 
architect of Barack Obama's presidential campaign in 2008. His students at 
Harvard's Kennedy School of Government encouraged him to write this 
book to share his lessons with those who ‘yearn for social change but don’t 
know where or how to start’. 
 
His basic premise is that democracy, leadership and organizing are rooted 
in five core practices: building relationships, storytelling, strategizing, acting 
and structuring. Leaders who develop skills in these practices will have 
the foundational building blocks to organize at scale. Ganz emphasizes the 
book is not an organizing model, a manual or a blueprint. 'Rooted as it is in 
my own learning journey,' he says, the book suggests 'ways in which you 
can embark on your own journey, a journey which is and always will be, an 
adaptable work in progress.’ As the environmental activist Bill McKibben 
says, 'if there ever was a moment when this message needed to be heard, 
this is it! Read it, and then get to work!' 

 

Volunteer opportunities 

1. Toronto Home Retrofits 
 
Buildings are responsible for almost 60% of Toronto’s greenhouse gas emissions, largely from the 
methane gas used to heat space and water. A large percentage of the building sector's emissions 
comes from single-family houses. While retrofitting their house is probably the most impactful thing a 
homeowner can do to combat climate change, the retrofit journey continues to be a very challenging 
one. It is these facts that inspired the creation of Toronto Home Retrofits, a newly established 
grassroots organization with a mission to reduce carbon emissions from Toronto’s homes. 
 
Toronto Home Retrofits (THR) is currently looking for dedicated volunteers to join its Board of 
Directors. They are seeking two to three nominees, including for the roles of treasurer and secretary. 
These individuals must be comfortable serving on an operational board and able to commit the 
necessary time to participate actively. 
 
If the opportunity to contribute to THR’s success by contributing your time, enthusiasm, and expertise 
appeals to you, please apply by sending a resume and cover letter describing your interest 
to HR@torontohomeretrofits.ca by December 20, 2024. If you’re interested but not ready to take on 
these board positions, we would still like to hear from you! Please apply and indicate that you are 
interested in participating as a volunteer. Click here for the detailed Call for Applications. 
 
 

https://carbon.taf.ca/2023/regions/toronto
https://www.torontohomeretrofits.ca/
mailto:HR@torontohomeretrofits.ca
https://www.torontohomeretrofits.ca/board-member-posting
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2. CALL 
 
CALL is fuelled by the energy and passion of our volunteers. We hope you will consider volunteering 
with us.  Here a few of the many things you could do: 
 

• Leadership team member – shape the CALL organization and its future 

• Monthly newsletter – select and publish newsletter content 

• Interest groups – help organize discussions and activities like guided hikes, letter-writing 
campaigns and more 

 

New from CALL 
 

1. CALL’s YouTube Channel is ready! 
Check out our new YouTube channel where you can view video recordings of over 20 of our best 
learning meetings from the past three years. Our video library will continue to grow as we add 
videos from upcoming meetings. 
 
Visit the CALL YouTube channel and please subscribe. 
YouTube - Climate Action for Lifelong Learners 
 

2. The Leadership Team at CALL recently approved a new interest group - Good News Stories. We 
know there is a lot of action on the climate and biodiversity front, but you must hunt for it in our 
doom and gloom media world, and that is the new mission of our latest interest group. If you are 
interested in helping or just being on our mailing list, sign up here and select “Yes” for the IG sign-
on - Good News Stories. Click here 

 

 

Small Change Fund 

 

 

In November we wrote asking you to consider supporting the 
strengthening of our online presence through our website and 
the development of a Social Media presence.  
 
If you have not had a chance to respond to that request and 
are able to help out, here is the link to donate and receive a 
receipt for income tax purposes from our partner the Small 
Change Fund. Click here to donate   
 
Thank you very much to those who have already donated. 

For further information email contact.us@climatelearners.ca. 

 

CALL leadership team  
contact.us@climatelearners.ca 

Michael Barkley 
JoAnne Hunter 

Joan Laurie 
Peggi Liswood 

Judy Sheridan 
Sharon Zeiler 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP85_q4s2QFkvxKA8aG5UWg
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/update-your-interest-group-preferences?source=direct_link&
https://smallchangefund.ca/project/amplifying-climate-education-for-lifelong-learners/
mailto:contact.us@climatelearners.ca
mailto:contact.us@climatelearners.ca

